
 

Percy Mockler 
Appointing in 2008 on the advice of PM Harper 

(New Brunswick) 
 

Chair 
 
 
Senator Mockler was appointed to the Senate by the Right 

Honourable Stephen Harper in December 2008. Mr. Percy 

Mockler represents the province of New Brunswick. He is a 

member of the Senate Standing Committee on Official 

Languages, member of the Senate Standing Committee on 

Energy, the Environment and Natural Resources and member of the Senate Standing 

Committee on National Finance. Senator Mockler is also a member of the Parliamentary 

Assembly of la Francophonie (Canadian section), for which he is the parliamentary Secretary. 

Mr. Mockler was for many years a Member of the Legislative Assembly of New Brunswick, 

having first been elected in 1982. As a provincial MLA, Mr. Mockler held several portfolios 

including Solicitor General, Minister for Human Resources Development and Housing, Minister 

of Family and Community Services, Minister of Transportation, and Minister of 

Intergovernmental and International Relations. He was also Minister responsible for La 

Francophonie and presided over the organization of the 2004 celebrations. Mr. Mockler was 

also Minister responsible for Service New Brunswick, Minister of Wellness, Culture and Sport, 

and Minister responsible for the Immigration and Repatriation Secretariat. 

Mr. Mockler is a former advisory member for the Department of Foreign Affairs’ Trade 

Opportunities Strategy. He has given his time to many organizations within his community. He 

was the founder and president of the St. Leonard Cross-Country Skiing Club, was a member of 

the Groupe focus du Nord-Ouest of the University of Moncton, a member of the Center for 

International Business Studies of the University of Moncton and the University of New 

Brunswick, a member of the first Economic Development Commission for the region of St. 

Leonard, the treasurer of the local hunting and fishing association, a member of the board of 

directors of the Credit Union, and the president of the District 32 Homogeneous School Board. 

Mr. Mockler was recognized for his exceptional contribution during the 1998 ice storm by the 

towns of Saint-Hyacinthe and Beloeil in Quebec. Since February 23, 2002, the Saint-Louis-

Maillet Foundation of the University of Moncton (Edmundston Campus) awards the annual 

Percy-Mockler Scholarship in his honour. In May 2005, he received a Canadian Red Cross 

citation for his involvement during the tsunami crisis in Asia. In May 2005, the Canadian Cancer 

Society also gave him a certificate of recognition for his outstanding contribution to the cause. 

That same year, he was recognized as alumnus of the year from the Faculty of Administration of 

the University of Moncton (Moncton Campus). On the National Day of Romania in December 

2005, Mr. Mockler was made a member of the Order of Great Friends of Romania. 



Mr. Mockler has a Bachelor of Arts and a Masters in Business Administration from the 

University of Moncton. He and his wife, Suzanne Soucy have four children and they live in St. 

Leonard, New Brunswick. 

  



 

Joseph A. Day 
Appointed in 2001 on the advice of PM Chrétien. 

(New Brunswick)  

 

Deputy Chair 

*redacted* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Diane Bellemare 
Appointed in 2012 on the advice of PM Harper. 

(Quebec – Alma)  

 

Diane Bellemare completed a PhD in Economics at McGill 

University in 1981, a Master degree in economics at the 

University of Western Ontario in 1971 and a BA at the University 

of Montreal in 1969. 

Bellemare taught at the University of Quebec at Montreal from 

1972 to 1994 in the economics department and, from 1991 to 

1994, in the business administration department. Her areas of specialization included 

macroeconomics, labour economics and public policy. She published several books and 

academic articles on the subjects of full employment, income security, pension and population 

aging. The last one, Créer et Partager la Prospérité, was published in 2013 by the Presses de 

l’Université du Québec. 

Bellemare participated in the creation of the Forum pour l’emploi (1987–1996), a non-profit 

association of key decision-makers from employers, unions, communities and institutions whose 

goal was to promote employment. 

She was appointed for two terms on the Economic Council of Canada (1983–1991), the 

National Statistics Council (Statistics Canada) (1990–1996) and the Institut de recherche et 

d’information sur la rémunération (IRIR) (1991–1994). She also participated weekly from 1988 

to 1991 as an economics columnist on Télé-Québec’s public affairs program “Questions 

d’argent.” 

In 1994, Bellemare was appointed President and Chief Executive Officer of the Société 

québécoise de développement de la main-d’œuvre (SQDM), whose mandate was to manage 

the entire range of federal and provincial labour force development programs. She was also 

Chair of its board of directors. When the SQDM was dissolved in 1997, Bellemare became 

Chair of the Commission des partenaires du marché du travail, where she served until 1999. 

She was part of the team who negotiated the labour market agreement between the Québec 

and the federal government. 

Between 2000 and 2003, Bellemare worked as a consultant. During this time, she was 

responsible for the QFL Solidarity Fund’s employment periodical La minute de l’emploi. From 

the fall of 2003 to the spring of 2007, Bellemare worked at the Conseil du Patronat du Québec, 

first as Vice-President of Research and later as Senior Vice-President and Chief Economist. 

She subsequently became Special Economic Advisor to Quebec’s Official Opposition Leader, 

Mario Dumont, through the end of 2008. She was candidate for provincial elections for Action 



démocratique du Québec (ADQ), serving as the ADQ’s spokesperson for public finance and 

employment. Bellemare then joined CIRANO (the inter-university research institute) as an 

associate fellow. 

She was appointed Senator in 2012 by Prime Minister Harper. She now sit as an independent 
senator since March 2016.  
  



 

Peter M. Boehm 
Appointed in 2018 on the advice of PM Trudeau 

(Ontario) 

 

Born in Kitchener, Ontario, Senator Peter M. Boehm holds a 
PhD in History from the University of Edinburgh, a Master of Arts 
in International Affairs from the Norman Paterson School of 
International Affairs at Carleton University and a Bachelor of Arts 
in English and History from Wilfrid Laurier University. 

He was Deputy Minister for the G-7 Summit and Personal 
Representative of the Prime Minister (Sherpa) from July 2017, 
until his retirement from the Public Service in September 2018. 

Peter Boehm had previously been Deputy Minister of International Development, Associate, 
and, subsequently, Senior Associate Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs. From 2013 to 2017, he 
concurrently served as Sherpa for the G-8 and subsequent G-7 Summits, as well as the Nuclear 
Security Summit. 

A former career foreign service officer, he served as Ambassador to Germany from 2008 to 
2012 and previously as Assistant Deputy Minister for the Americas, North America and 
Consular Affairs. Abroad, he was Minister (political and public affairs) at the Embassy of 
Canada to the United States in Washington and Ambassador and Permanent Representative to 
the Organization of American States. He has held a variety of diplomatic positions including 
assignments in Cuba and Costa Rica. 

He was National Summit Coordinator for the Santiago and Quebec Summits of the Americas, 
Special Envoy for the Organization of American States Democratization Mission in Peru and 
Personal Representative (Sherpa) of the Prime Minister for the Summit of the Americas in Mar 
del Plata in 2005. From 2005 to 2008, he was the senior official responsible for the annual North 
American Leaders' Summit. 

He is a recipient of the Public Service of Canada Outstanding Achievement Award and the 
Canadian Foreign Service Office Award for his contribution to advancing peace in Central 
America. 

He was appointed to the Senate of Canada, representing the province of Ontario in October 
2018. 

   



 

Marty Deacon 
Appointed in 2015 on the advice of PM Trudeau 

(Ontario - Waterloo) 

 

Marty Deacon was appointed to the Senate of Canada on 

February 15, 2018.  

Prior to serving in the Senate, Senator Deacon completed a 35-

year career in Education. As an Educator with a Masters of 

Education (Western University) she taught (Physics, Science, 

Physical & Health Education) in Secondary Schools (Waterloo 

Region District School Board), at two Universities (University of Toronto, Western University), 

was a Consultant, and an Administrator at the Elementary and Secondary School level.  Deacon 

finished her career in Education as Superintendent. Following this career, Senator Deacon 

consulted across sectors with a focus on organizational excellence. 

Senator Deacon, while raising two daughters (Kristine and Kailee) with husband Bruce, also 

volunteered extensively in her community and internationally. She garnered international 

respect in sport and education.  This work began when Deacon served as an Apprentice Coach 

for the 1994 Commonwealth Games.  Over the past 24 years Deacon has coached, led or 

served at 15 Olympic, Commonwealth and Pan Am Games.  Her highest international 

opportunity was leading Team Canada (Chef de Mission) at the 2010 Commonwealth Games in 

Delhi, India. 

Senator Deacon presently serves as Director on the Canadian Olympic Committee, 

Commonwealth Games Canada, Ontario Excellence Leadership Centre and the Grand River 

Jazz Society.  

Senator Deacon is most passionate about the physical and mental well-being of all Canadians.  

She is an advocate for the future of women and young girls and children worldwide.  She has 

mentored and supported leaders in developing countries with a belief that sport, the arts and 

education can build better communities, one community at a time. 

Senator Deacon is dedicated to ensuring organizations can thrive and function at optimal levels.  

She has assisted with developing governance and policy that allows this to happen in a 

meaningful, purposeful and respectful way. Senator Deacon will use all of her skills and 

experiences to ensure an inclusive. inviting meaningful connection for all Canadians.  All 

perspectives need to be heard and understood. Senator Deacon understands the importance of 

taking risks, participating in courageous conversations and learning every day. 

Senator Deacon has been recognized through a variety of awards including: The Women of 

Distinction and Lifetime Achievement Award (YWCA), Waterloo Region, The International 

Olympic Committee, Education and Youth Award, the Jules Nisse “Playground to Podium” 



award, the Queen Diamond Jubilee Medal, Induction in the Cambridge Sports Hall of Fame and 

the Cambridge Hall of Fame. 

Senator Deacon enjoys time with family and friends, exploring the world as a global citizen, 
hiking, cycling, yoga, quiet reading and music. 
  



 

Pat Duncan 
Appointed in 2018 on the advice of PM Trudeau 

(Yukon) 

Pat Duncan is a former premier of Yukon, with extensive 
experience in business and as a public servant in the community. 
She holds a Bachelor of Arts from Carleton University. 

From 1996 to 2006, Ms. Duncan served as a member of the 
Yukon Legislative Assembly in various positions, including as the 
first female premier of the territory from 2000 to 2002. She was 

involved in reaching land claims agreements with First Nations in the Yukon and the transfer of 
power from the federal government to the territory, giving her an in-depth understanding of 
territorial and federal legislative processes. 

Before entering politics, Ms. Duncan worked in small business and served as the executive 
director of the Whitehorse Chamber of Commerce. She later became a public servant in the 
territorial government and the manager of claimant services for the Yukon Workers’ 
Compensation Health and Safety Board. In 2015, she was appointed as the manager of the 
Yukon Workers’ Advocate Office. 

Ms. Duncan has also been an active volunteer in her community. She is heavily involved with 
sports in the Yukon, including volunteering with the Canada Summer and Winter Games, and 
serving as President and Treasurer of the Whitehorse Glacier Bears Swim Club. 

Ms. Duncan has represented Yukon on the Canadian Advisory Council on the Status of 
Women, chaired the City of Whitehorse Environmental Health Board, served on the Yukon 
Advisory Council on Health and Social Services, and acted as the Provincial Commissioner for 
the Girl Guides of Canada. She also served as a lay member of the Law Society of Yukon. 

In 1992 she received the Commemorative medal for the 125th anniversary of Confederation of 
Canada. 

For her outstanding dedication to the public service, Ms. Duncan was awarded the Queen 
Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee Medal in 2002.  



   

Éric Forest 
Appointed in 2016 on the advice of PM Trudeau 

(Quebec – Gulf) 

Éric Forest has worked for the development of Eastern Quebec 
for over 40 years. As the Mayor of Rimouski since 2005, he 
has engaged the Rimouski community through a strategic plan 
that guides the development of a respectful, united community. 
Under his leadership, Rimouski is now recognized as one of 
the best cities to live in Canada, with a strong cultural vitality 
and an economic structure geared to the knowledge economy.  

He entered politics at age 27, as a councillor in Pointe-au-Père – and was elected mayor two 
years later. After spending some time in the business community, as the co-owner and vice-
president of a car dealership, he returned to politics in 1994, as a councillor with the City of 
Rimouski, before becoming mayor. From 1995 to 2005, he was vice-president and director 
general of the Océanic hockey club, where he set the goal of making the Océanic an instrument 
for social cohesion for all of Eastern Quebec.  

He became the Mayor of Rimouski in 2005, and he chaired the Union of Quebec Municipalities 
(UMQ) for almost four years, from 2010 to 2014, in the context of a major crisis of confidence by 
citizens toward their municipal elected officials. His commitment helped to bring together the 
municipal sector, through two provincial summits that led to the preparation of a white paper on 
the future of municipalities. While Chair of the UMQ, he also implemented a social and 
professional integration project that enabled youth from youth centres to have an enriching work 
experience within their city’s municipal team. In 2014, he received the Jean-Paul L’Allier Award, 
which honours a Quebec elected official for outstanding vision, leadership and achievements in 
urban planning and land use planning. Mr. Forest is also very active in numerous social causes 
and is particularly committed to encouraging young people and women to become involved in 
politics, within the scope of his responsibilities with the UMQ and the L’Effet A movement.  



  

Josée Forest-Niesing 
Appointed in 2009 on the advice of PM Harper 

(New Brunswick) 

 

Josée Forest-Niesing lives in Sudbury, Ontario. A lawyer by 
profession, she began her career in family law and continued to 
specialize in estate law, real property law, insurance law, civil 
law, education law and employment law. 

She led numerous cases through trial in Sudbury and 
surrounding jurisdictions, as well as in Toronto. In addition, she 

has been a Superior Court of Justice Small Claims Court judge and a member of several 
professional associations and committees. 

Ms. Forest-Niesing is proud to be Franco-Ontarian and to have recently discovered her Métis 
heritage. She is very dedicated to, and has passionately defended and promoted, access to 
justice in both official languages throughout her career. In addition to practising law for nearly 
20 years at a law firm providing services in French, she has contributed to her community as a 
member or chair of numerous boards of directors, including the Art Gallery of Sudbury, the 
Carrefour francophone de Sudbury, and the University of Sudbury. She was also appointed to 
the Ontario Arts Council in January 2018. 

As a student, she was a member of the Association des juristes d’expression française de 
l’Ontario (AJEFO). She became a member of its board of directors, eventually serving two terms 
as its president. She subsequently joined the board of directors of the Fédération des 
associations de juristes d’expression française de common law in order to pursue the same 
objectives on a national level. She was the founding chair of the Centre canadien de français 
juridique as well as chair of the Ontario Bar Association’s Official Languages Committee. 

Ms. Forest-Niesing is a recipient of the AJEFO’s Order of Merit and was inducted into the 
University of Ottawa’s Common Law Honour Society. 

  



 

Marty Klyne 
Appointed in 2018 on the advice of PM Trudeau 

(Saskatchewan) 

 
Senator Klyne was declared an Independent Senator in the 

Senate of Canada (Saskatchewan) on September 27, 2018. 

Prior to his appointment he held a variety of positions in the 

business sector. Recently he was the Chief Executive Officer of 

the RCMP Heritage Centre following a very productive and 

rewarding undertaking as Chief Operating Officer of the Queen 

City Sports and Entertainment Group (Operating as the Regina 

Pats Hockey Club, a major Junior Hockey Team in the WHL). 

He was also a sessional lecturer at the First Nations University of Canada and from 2008 to 

2013, Marty was the Publisher / CEO of the Saskatoon StarPhoenix and Regina Leader-Post, 

both divisions of Postmedia Network Inc. 

Prior to Postmedia, Marty was President and CEO of the Crown Corporation, Saskatchewan 

Gaming Corporation, operating Casinos Regina and Moose Jaw. Before joining the Gaming 

Corporation, Marty served as President and CEO of the Regina Regional Economic 

Development Authority, Executive Vice President of MAACO Systems Canada, and President 

and CEO of SaskNative Economic Development Corporation following management positions 

with Royal Trust Corporation of Canada and the Mercantile Bank of Canada. 

As part of his commitment to the community, Marty serves on the Interim Reconciliation Regina 

Council and Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce Labour Market Council. Marty’s past 

commitments include:  Economic Development Regina Board of Directors; Regina Palliative 

Care Inc.; Mackenzie Art Gallery; Ignite Adult Learning Corporation; National Aboriginal 

Economic Development Board (Chairperson); SaskPower Board of Directors (Vice Chair); 

Champions | Aboriginal Human Resource Council; Access to Capital Board; and, the Clarence 

Campeau Development Fund Board of Directors. He also served on the Lieutenant Governor’s 

Centennial Gala Board and was President of Grey Cup 2003. 

Marty Klyne is a proud Cree Métis from Treaty Four Territory and Homeland of the Metis Nation 

in Saskatchewan. He has spent much of his time advancing Aboriginal economic development 

and speaking up for Indigenous interests to accelerate Indigenous participation in the 

mainstream economy. Today, after eleven years, he remains a proud member of the FHQ 

Developments Ltd. Board of Directors. 

For his contributions to the business sector and his community, Marty has received:  the Alumni 

Award for Distinguished Professional Achievement from the University of Regina; a First 

Nations Blanket form the ‘Assembly of First Nations’ National Chief, Perry Bellegarde; a white 

eagle feather from Elmer Eashappie, a Sun Dancer from the Carry the Kettle Nakoda First 



Nation, the highest honour one can receive in Indigenous culture; the Queen Elizabeth II 

Diamond Jubilee Medal; and, the Saskatchewan Centennial Medal. 

Mr. Klyne was born, raised and educated in Regina. He has achieved a Pro.Dir™ Designation 

and graduated With Distinction from the University of Regina holding a degree in Business 

Administration, Finance Major.  

  



 

Elizabeth (Beth) Marshall 
Appointed in 2010 on the advice of PM Harper 

(Newfoundland and Labrador) 

 

Elizabeth Marshall was appointed to the Senate of Canada in 
January of 2010 having previously spent 30 years with the 
Newfoundland and Labrador Public Service, the Government of 
Newfoundland and Labrador, and the Newfoundland and 
Labrador House of Assembly. Since 1979, she occupied a 
number of positions in the provincial public service, including 
Deputy Minister of Transportation and Works, and Deputy 
Minister of Social Services, as well as several senior positions 

in the Department of Finance. 

She was appointed Auditor General of Newfoundland and Labrador in 1992 and served in that 
position for 10 years. In 2003 she was elected as the Member of the Newfoundland and 
Labrador House of Assembly for the District of Topsail and was re-elected in 2007. She served 
as Minister of Health and Community Services from 2003-2004. 
 
In 2011, Senator Marshall was appointed as the Government Whip in the Senate, a position she 
held until November 2015. She is currently a member of the Standing Senate Committee on 
Internal Economy, Budgets and Administration, the Standing Senate Committee on National 
Finance, and the Standing Senate Committee on Banking, Trade and Commerce. 
 
She holds a Bachelor of Science (Math) degree from Memorial University of Newfoundland and 
Labrador, and has been a Chartered Accountant since 1979. 

Senator Marshall has three children and resides in Paradise, Newfoundland and Labrador, with 
her husband. 

  



  

Larry W. Smith 
Appointed in 2011 on the advice of PM Harper 

(Quebec- Saurel) 

Larry Smith is a widely-recognized and respected figure in 
Quebec. He graduated from Bishop’s University with a bachelor 
of arts in economics in 1972, and a bachelor of civil law degree 
from McGill University in 1976. He is well-known in Montreal 
from his days as a fullback with the Montreal Alouettes from 
1972 to 1980, and as President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the same team from 1997 to 2001 and again since 2004. 
Working tirelessly to promote professional and amateur football, 

Mr. Smith also served as Commissioner of the Canadian Football League (CFL) prior to his first 
term as Alouettes’ President. 

Outside of football, Mr. Smith has served on a number of civic charitable boards, including as 
Co-President of the 2001 Montreal Centraide Campaign and on the board of the Canadian 
Olympic Committee. He also has extensive experience in the business world, including 
positions with John Labatt, Ltd., and Ogilvie Mills, Ltd., before becoming CFL Commissioner. In 
addition he served as president and publisher of The Montreal Gazette in 2002 and 2003. 

He has received numerous awards over the course of his careers, including the Commissioner’s 
Award for outstanding service and dedication in promoting and preserving the CFL (2001), the 
1994 American Marketing Association-Toronto chapter Marketer of the Year (consumer 
products) and Sports Personality of the Year at the Quebec Sports Gala (1998). Mr. Smith was 
inducted into the Quebec Sports Hall of Fame on September 30th, 2015 under the category of 
"Builder for Football". 

Mr. Smith resides in Hudson, Quebec, with his wife Leesa. They have three children and two 
grandchildren. 

  



    

Scott Tannas 
Appointed in 2013 on the advice of PM Harper 

(Alberta) 

Scott Tannas is a proud Albertan who was born in High River, 
Alberta where he resides with his wife Taryn. Together, they have 
four adult children and two grandchildren.  

Senator Tannas is Founder and Vice Chairman of Western 
Financial Group Inc. (“Western”), having served as its CEO from 
1996 to 2014. From humble beginnings as a small town insurance 

agent in High River, he engineered the building of Western while fostering a corporate culture of 
truthfulness, fairness, value, and loyalty. The company now has more than 1800 employees 
working in over 160 offices that stretch across the west from Winnipeg to the Pacific coast.  

Senator Tannas’ interest in public service was inspired by his father, Don Tannas, who, after a 
successful career as an educator and small businessman, was elected as a Conservative MLA 
for the riding of Highwood and Deputy Speaker of the Alberta Legislature. After giving it much 
consideration, Scott Tannas ventured into politics himself as a Progressive Conservative 
candidate in the 2012 Alberta Senator-in-Waiting elections, where he was elected and ultimately 
appointed to the Senate by The Right Honourable Stephen Harper on March 22, 2013. 

Scott Tannas sits on a number of important Senate committees including Aboriginal Peoples’ 
and Internal Economy, Budgets and Administration. He is making Senate Reform one of his key 
priorities as a Senator, and was a founding member of the Special Senate Committee on 
Senate Modernization, which delivered a series of reports advocating sweeping changes to the 
operations of the Senate. Senator Tannas is also Chair of the Special Advisory Working Group 
on Senate Long-term Vision Plan. 

In addition to his Senate duties, Scott Tannas remains active in the western Canadian business 
community as a Director of Western Financial Group and its subsidiaries. He serves as Lead 
Director at Rocky Mountain Dealerships Inc., an important agricultural enterprise with locations 
across the prairies. 

  



 

David Tkachuk 
Appointed in 1993 on the advice of PM Mulroney 

(Saskatchewan) 

 

*redacted* 


