Datia, Febrnaary 17, 1997
Dear Mo and Dad,

Thank you s0 very mauct forn youn letten. Wends cannot express what a
boast it o o nececue letlens from liome. Yoo must excuse this “dorm”
rneply, but time will wat allow me to wnite separate neplies. Until a
week aga, 15 to 18-tourn days were the worm. 7 collapse cute bed and
awake to jace the wert day. U try to give you a word picture of what
o happening tere.

Scuce the rtlies gacned total domenation of the acr sevenal days age,
we have beew at much less nisk, and the mood las beew more nelaved.
Tt wae pretty scary for a few weebs after January 16, when acn naid
sinens wadiled at all times of the day and wnight. The frequent rnude
awakenings (e.g. Jan.l7 at 0130, 0550, 0415, 0605 - from my
wan diarny) pat a lot of people on edge althougt we lave wot beewn lit.
Nonetteless, the combination of 1 Z-thour sbiifts 7 days a week,
breakdowns. One newcomer to the camp left bics TPE (cndividual
protective eguipment) cn a truck, and someone drove away with L.
Ten minates laten, the poor fellow found liimoelf with wa protection
amang thonly masked men in a shelter. e wept. One man, one mask.
Zo be learnned liene. We are walling the fine line beteween ternor and
excitement. You beepp yownelf poyctiologically on the night side, and
thes neally co the moot exciting place in the world rnight woo. 7 love it
for that aspect. You cannol beat this flace for excitement! 7 loue the
peaple wha have niden to the aceadion.



UWe feed off eact: othen's entthusiasm. Ouwr excitement neacted cts peak
darning the fonot weeks of the war, despite extreme fatigue. 7 olept for
G5 menates, balf wpright on a waoad bench, watching CUN one day.
Nocw, the flycng program lias become more of a noutine. But changes
are expected.

Ttie camps liave comforntable living and dining facilities. We all lave
a naafd aver oan leads and sleep on waod plywoad beds with foam

mattresses. We consider awwelues lucky becawse the r4menicans are in
tents. There o aloa a rest area where you can watch CNUN or videss

day and wight.

Wy 7ol liene lias been the challenge of a lifetime. We liad one month
to meld two sgquadrnons cute one from two extremes of the figlitern
wnitlen procedanes for anything, so we wrole them all: a one—iuch thick
valume was produced cn 48 loans, so that everny member from everny
trade would buow precisely what was expected of licm. Mext, lack of
adeguate acreraft supplics was beefing acrcrafts on the ground. We
teave 261 tectinicians working around the clock, but witthout the night
parnts, the acrenafts will wot fly. So, we fully reviewed everny single
tolding, studied wsage rates and consalted our nescdent tectumical
expents. Wethin a week, we lad rececued mone than 150 essential
ctems at wewr marimam|minimum levels. Since then, we've liad
canscstent 5% senviceabiility. /o, pewonnel sharpuess on the line
was a problem. ¢ took a lof of tougt tall and cnspinational words
Zo get everybody liglly mativated. 7 lbad a sign made wlich nead:
“Stanpuess on the line, c.e. flightline, begins with sharpuess cn



Necesscty lias again proven ta be the mothern of cnvention. We lave
salued many teclinical challenges: data link, 777 cnternogation, wew
configunation for a wever-flown missile, modification to disable
emengency bail-out and identification spotlights. These may mean
whiich we solued within days. Tt bas been fun to disnegarnd ordens from
with what was thought as the best counse of action to follow. Tte an
AERE officen’s dneam. 7 feel that we can landle anything, and we

Oun the ligliten scde, the weatthen las been penfect, and 7 mean perfect.
Duning dagylight, ct o typically 260C and drops to approrimately
150C at wiglit. The fewn clowds that we liave seen lately became the
Loppic of conversation because they are sa rnarne. Tt las nained ounce since
October 6, o you can appreciate that nolhing grows, excepl the trees
and slnubs watered daily by the Latarcs. /Hltthougt this arnea co all
desent land, ] was sunprised to find no losse sand around lene. The
swmnonnding ternain o flat, very nocky and land llke concnete. Sand
arnound tene o mone like taleam powder. Soutt of here, the typical
sand dunes can be seesn.

A few daye age, ouen a break periad, same of ws drave to the dunes
wlhere we saw some almodt as ligh as 15 stonces. Fuge! The wind
danes, o so~called becawse the dunes wmignate and eventually blow ot
7o sea. We climbed o the tof of the dunes, which & not easy, and nan
dowan out of control. Fun! Jun! Fun!



Therne are many wild camels cn the desert. One colleague tried to fake
a close-upy pictune and was chased at liigh speed back to the truck. ¢
was bilarncous!

The Ylying o veny exciting fram the grownd crew perspective, so you
can cmagine what a nwsth of adrenaline & must be for the pilots (again
the line between ternor and excitement)! Fere, we share the acrfield
deparnturne of 16 USHT F-160 tieauily loaded with varcous types
weapons. Everyone was on the flight line, clheening them on, shaking
thein fests in the acn as o to say “Go get them” ! A mass launct of 16
F-160 cu full aftenbunnern co a sight to beliold. Your nib cage numbles
with the noar of the jet maise. We counted ouly founteen wpon ther
battle nepacns to the Ylight contral surfaces. The feeling of closeness

7 bave become very good friends with the Latarc officens. 7 eat lunct
with them S days out of 7. They are extremely lospitable, friendly
and well-educated, and alse very well pacd. They are the liglest pacd
protect theon leader, the Emon. 4 liewtenant earns the equivalent of
$28,000 US taxr free a year. 4 new lieatenant liad just ordened a
Lexus as a second car. Many of them dnive Mencedes 560 SEL.



Tliey teact me four wonds every day, so 7 am learwing a few basic
plnases. 7 can exchange greetings, jokes and shot cn rtnabic. 7 spent
and the Gulf War. Tt o fascinating to liear theorn penspective. The
Fnalb wornld lhas very strong mived feelings about US cnvoluement. T2
o toa complicated to tallk about night noow.

AU cn all, this bas been a characten-building expenience. Leading 2617
fatigue o a great challenge. Your cnsight becames shanpened for sure.
A fea things 9 liave learmed: cling to basie principles and pewevere,
take it a day at a time, fodter a positive attitude, as ¢t & contagious,
grant leadenslict at the lowest level possitle, etc. We are doing OK.
Tt s not easy, but extremely fulfilling. 7 cling to the bright lope shiown
by centacn positive people. 7 asked one teclinician hoow lie felt the otther
day. Fe neplied “Sen, ¢f things were any better, there would lave to
be tinee of me to ewjoy all this!” We langtied. They deliberately
exaggerale because they think ] avendo the posctive. Tt nubs off thougt.

So all co well and we are in good sponcts. We deeply appreciate your

Pray for Peace
Love, James

2S5, Eunclosed o my favouncte letter from a Canadian well-wisher. 7



