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The Victoria Cross
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What?

Why?

When?

Who?

Where?

The Victoria Cross is also known as the V.C. It was the highest award for bravery a 
person serving with the Commonwealth forces, including Canadians, could 
receive during the Second World War.

It is called the Victoria Cross because it is in the shape of a cross. It was also 
presented by Queen Victoria.

The Victoria Cross was first 
introduced in the 1850’s.

During the Second World War, 16 Canadians were awarded the Victoria Cross, 
including Robert Hampton Gray, in August 1945. Robert, from British Columbia, 
was the last person to receive the Victoria Cross in the war.

The Victoria Cross was made in London, England, and the metal came from 
old cannons.




