“H

ey everybody!

My Remembrance Clubhouse animal
friends and I are back in Ottawa for a very
special reason,” barked Gandy the dog.
“This year, the National War Memorial is
being rededicated to the memory of
Canadians who fought for our country in
every conflict!”
“The First World War began exactly 100
years ago. More than 650,000 men and
women from our country served during the
four terrible years of fighting. The Second
World War started 75 years ago and over
one million Canadians served in the
conflict before it ended in 1945. The
Korean War was fought from 1950 to
1953 and another 26,000 Canadians
volunteered. The dates of these wars are
already engraved on the memorial,”
squeaked Squeaker the pigeon. “We have
animal relatives that served in wars and we
think about them when we remember and
honour these brave humans.”
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“Many Canadians have continued to serve
in the cause of peace and freedom in places
like Egypt, Cyprus and Afghanistan.
Now, the monument will be dedicated to
remembering these modern-day efforts as
well,” added Win the bear.
“Yes, for sure!” trumpeted Ellie the
elephant. “This is a special memorial to
ensure that the stories and sacrifices of
those who served aren’t forgotten. But
there are other ways to remember too.”
“Absolutely!” meowed Simone the cat.
“For example, did you know that in the
First World War, Canadian soldiers wore
caps that had different badges to identify
their units? And what’s even cooler, those
badges often had animal symbols—
porcupines, beavers, horses, eagles, fish,
moose . . . even mythical animals like
unicorns and dragons.”

“There are many ways to remember those
who served, especially the beautiful red
poppies that people wear over their hearts,”
whinnied Bonfire Jr. the horse. “But what
about also making a Remembrance badge
sort of like the badges Canadians have
worn on their caps? You could design one
and attach it to your shirt, coat or hat.”
“This year we decided to make
Remembrance lids to honour all
Canadians who served,” woofed Gandy.
“We proudly wear our hats with our cool
Remembrance badges. However, we will
not forget to take them off during
Remembrance ceremonies, as a sign of
respect.”
Hey, why don’t you design a Remembrance
badge for yourself, or for your class, family
or community? It will be your personal way
of showing that you remember all those
who serve—so make sure it fits!
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Hi, I am Ellie the elephant. Canadian
military cap badges often have animals
on them that are from our country, like
beavers, bison or moose.

However, animals that are not native to
Canada—like lions and elephants—are also
used. This is cool to me because, being an
elephant whose family is from Asia, I can
really relate to that!
The badge of the Royal Canadian Dragoons,
for example, has a springbok on it which is a
type of antelope from Africa. Legend has it
that, one night during the South African War,
a soldier on guard noticed some springboks
nearby were suddenly jumping, as if they were
startled. The soldier warned the others just in
time to drive off enemy soldiers who were
trying to make a surprise attack.

Royal Canadian Dragoons on patrol in South Africa, October 1900.
Photo: Canadian War Museum

After the war, the Dragoons decided to use the
springbok on their regimental badge to
remember the successful battle that was won
with the antelopes’ help. Wearing the springbok
is a way for the Dragoons to express themselves
and show their pride in their unit’s history.

People wear the red poppy around Remembrance Day on the left side of their coats and shirts,
close to the heart. This is to show we remember and have respect for the Canadian men and
women who served and died for peace and freedom all over the world.

Canadian Nurse giving her pet Nero cream. June 1918.
Photo: LAC 3194336

Hi, I am Win the bear. I discovered this
First World War cap badge for the 228th
Canadian Overseas Battalion that has a bear
similar to me on it.
Fighting in the First World War was very
dangerous and, sadly, more than 66,000
Canadians and Newfoundlanders died. Wow,
that is like the population of some cities! In
addition to risking their lives and losing their
friends, soldiers really missed their families at
home. To help get through the tough times,
the men and women often had pets to play
with. My great-great-grandmother Winnie
was a bear mascot in the First World War
that entertained the troops. She even inspired
the famous character Winnie the Pooh!

Pets and mascots provided love and
comfort. Purring cats and dogs with
wagging tails gave the clear message
of “I’m really happy to see you!”
which made many Canadians
serving far from home feel
better. Just caring for these
animals by feeding and
washing them took
soldiers’ minds off the
war, if only for a
moment.

Hoofed Helpers

Hi boys and girls, I am Bonfire Jr. the horse. I discovered a
really neat old cap badge for Canada’s Remount Depot
during the First World War that looked like it was
showing an old relative of mine! Horses were
very important helpers and friends for
soldiers during past wars.

Princess Louise with
soldiers after being
saved in Italy.
Photo: Public Domain
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I heard a story from the Second World War
that shows this bond. Soldiers fighting with
the 8th Princess Louise’s (New Brunswick)
Hussars in Italy found a wounded young
horse. The Canadian soldiers—mostly farm
boys—took her to a medic for treatment. The
men liked her and named her ‘Princess
Louise’. She would recover and stay with the
regiment for the rest of the war as a special
pet and mascot. Wherever her soldiers served
(Italy, France, Belgium and the Netherlands),
Princess Louise went too, travelling in the back
of a big truck.
After the war, Princess Louise was
shipped to Canada where she became a local
celebrity in southern New Brunswick. She was honoured in parades,
awarded medals and met royalty. She even became an honorary Canadian
citizen and a member of the local Royal Canadian Legion branch (signing
her application form with her hoof ). She would die at the ripe old age of 29.
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Did You Know?

Hi everyone, I am Squeaker the pigeon.
Did you know that the Royal Canadian
Air Force has a really cool cap badge
with a bird on it? What better symbol for
the brave men and women who protect
us from the sky than the mighty eagle!
Our air force has served in many ways
over the years, from the early days flying
in old biplanes to the powerful jet
fighters used today.

During the Second World War, the
members of our air force saw lots of
dangerous duty both here at home
and in faraway places like Europe,
Africa and Asia . . . and helpful little
birds were with them to help! Even
though our planes had radios during
the war, messenger pigeons still
often went along on missions. If a
plane crashed and its radio was
damaged, these special birds would
have an emergency note attached to
their leg. They would then use their

amazing homing
sense to fly back
to base and let
people know
where the plane
went down so the crew could be rescued.
They might not have had smartphones
back then, but they sure had smart birds!

Canadian airman
carrying messenger
pigeons in boxes.
Photo: Public domain

Did You Know?

North Korea invaded South Korea on June 25, 1950, sparking almost
three years of combat in Asia. More than 26,000 Canadians served in the
Korean War before the fighting finally came to an end. July 27—the anniversary
of the day in 1953 when the Armistice was signed—was recently declared
“Korean War Veterans Day” in Canada. It has been more than 60 years, but we
still remember the brave men and women who served in Korea.

Royal 22e Régiment soldier with
children in Afghanistan.
Photo: DND IS2011-1017-07

Purrr! My name is Simone the cat. My favourite First
World War cap badges are the ones with felines like me.
Some Canadian units had big cats like lions and lynxes on
them, but cats weren’t the most common choice. Instead,
it is a very different creature with big teeth—the good old
beaver! This hard-working Canadian animal appears on
badges like the one for the Royal 22e Régiment.
Nicknamed the “VanDoos,” this French-speaking
regiment was formed in Quebec 100 years ago. Its
members have served in all our country’s wars and in
many peace support missions over the years. They spent
lots of time in Afghanistan during the Canadian Armed
Forces’ efforts there. Our soldiers left this country in
Southwest Asia in 2014 after almost 13 years of helping
the Afghan people build a safer and more peaceful land.

Hi, I am Gandy the dog. I’m from
Newfoundland and Labrador. I discovered
this cap badge for the Royal Newfoundland
Regiment with a caribou on it! I really like
the design. These proud beasts are a great
choice to represent the regiment, as we have
herds of caribou in my province.
Dogs like me have been used in times of war
to deliver messages, carry medical supplies,
and more. With our super-sniffing noses,
dogs are still used by the Canadian Armed
Forces today to help search for things like
explosives. Dogs really are super sleuths!
Not only can dogs smell explosives, but they
can actually tell how people are feeling too.

It was very dangerous duty
and, sadly, 158 Canadian
Armed Forces members died.

New research has found that “man’s
best friend” could be a lifesaver for
Veterans. When soldiers return
from troubled lands, they
sometimes have a hard time
getting thoughts of war
from their minds, and this
can make them very sad.
Specially trained dogs
can sense this in people
and then provide comfort
to these Veterans.
An Explosive Detection Dog Handler and his
dog inspect a motorist in Kandahar.
Photo: DND IS2009-3076-11
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Remembrance Math

Some of our coins and bills illustrate our country’s military history.
Check out some of these examples! Can you solve the
remembrance math equations below?

Value

Image

Year of
circulation

Theme

25¢

2004

Poppy

$1

1994

National War
Memorial

$10

2001

Remembrance
and
peacekeeping

2012

$20

Canadian
National Vimy
Memorial

Below is a list of words found in this year’s newspaper.
Write the word that fits each clue in the blanks given.
Then, use the letters in the squares to answer the question
at the bottom.

regiment France radio military mascot lion

A group of soldiers [word used in Gandy’s story]

Defenders of our country [word used in Ellie’s story]
An animal that represents a military unit
[word used in Win’s story]
A tool used to talk to people far away
[word used in Squeaker’s story]
A country where Canadians fought in war
[word used in Bonfire Jr.’s story]
A big cat found on some cap badges
[word used in Simone’s story]

How much money do you have?

+

=

+

=
=

(3 x

Question:
What do you call a special thing that helps us remember?

=

)+

How well do you understand the stories in this newspaper?
The sentences below are either True or False. Collect all
the letters you circled from the “True” column and use them
to answer the question below.
True False
1. The cap badge of the 228th Overseas
Battalion has a moose on it.
W
L
2.

=

+

3.

Put a plus, minus, multiplication or division symbol
in each box to make the equations correct.

= $30
= $8.50

8
(
4

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

= $50

5

4.

More than 66,000 Canadians and
Newfoundlanders died in the
First World War.

Dogs have been used in times of war to
deliver messages.

Dogs cannot be trained to find explosives.
Only animals that are native to Canada
have been used on military badges.

The Royal Canadian Dragoons’ cap badge
is a reminder of the South African War.
The Royal Canadian Air Force’s cap
badge has a goose on it.
Messenger pigeons helped airmen
during the Second World War.

Soldiers from the 8 Princess Louise’s
Hussars saved a young horse in Italy.
th

10. Princess Louise the horse became an
honorary Canadian citizen.

11. The lynx is the most common animal
found on Canadian cap badges.

=

12. The Royal 22e Régiment’s nickname
is the “VanDoos.”

)+

= $3

Question: What animal is found on the
Royal Newfoundland Regiment’s cap badge?

Images of bank notes used with the permission of the Bank of Canada.
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