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Validation of Identity Bulletin
 
Proof of identity is needed for any individual who is applying to Veterans Affairs Canada (VAC) for any benefit or service.  Proof of identity is also needed for any spouse, common-law partner and/or eligible dependent child on behalf of whom benefits may be approved.The identity of new applicants for any departmental program must be confirmed, with one piece  of independent identification (current and valid).
 
Acceptable documents include•         Driver's licence (provincial)
 
•         Provincial health care card (excluding Alberta and Manitoba)
 
•         Other provincial identification card
 
•         Other federal identification card
 
•         Certificate of Indian Status
 
•         Vital statistics documents: birth certificate, marriage certificate
 
•         Employee identification card (federal, provincial or municipal)
 
•         Canadian passport
 
Original and Photocopied DocumentsProof of identity can be presented in both original and photocopied form.
 
•         Original documents - Will be accepted by VAC when applying in person.  A photocopy of the identification document(s) presented will be made by VAC staff.
 
•         Photocopied documents - Must be attached to applications sent by mail.  Photocopies do not need to be certified.  Ensure the appropriate service number is written on the photocopied documents.
 
Note: Once proof of identity is received by VAC, there is no requirement to provide proof of identity for future applications.
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